California Native Plant Society
Monterey Bay Chapter

WWW.montereybaycnps.orqg June 2010

Meeting and Program
Thursday, June 17, 7:00 PM
Pacific Grove Museum of
Natural History

Our speaker this month: Mike Evans,
founder of Tree of Life Nursery

Please come join us at 7:00 pm, before the talk to peruse our great book selection and to meet
old and new friends!

Our speaker this month is Mike Evans, founder of Tree of Life Nursery. Tree of Life Nursery was
established in 1976 and is now the largest native plant supplier in California. The 40-acre nursery
produces a high quality line of California natives on the historic Rancho Mission Viejo in San Juan
Capistrano. More than 500 species and varieties of native plants are grown in various container sizes.
Tree of Life provides plants for landscaping and ecological restoration at the wholesale level. In
addition, natives are made available to the general public through Casa ‘La Paz” where plants and books
are on display for retail sales. The nursery website, www.CaliforniaNaivePlants.com provides
information on the use of native plants in the garden. The Tree of Life Nursery catalog, entitled “Plants
of El Camino Real,” is used as a planning tool for horticultural professionals and garden enthusiasts
working with native plants.

Please join us for dinner at Peppers before the meeting. Contact Rosemary Foster (see
masthead) for more info.



http://www.montereybaycnps.org/
http://www.californianaiveplants.com/

CONSERVATION REPORT

COUNTY FIRE PLAN THREATENS HABITAT.:
CNPS strongly opposes the current version of the
Monterey County Community Wildfire Protection
Plan, allegedly written primarily by property owners
in Big Sur, which contains a number of provisions
that go beyond any scientific justification and are
likely to result in unacceptable loss of sensitive
plants, animals, and habitat. Three specific proposals
that must be modified are as follows: 1) A Firebreak
is defined as "at least 10 feet wide, frequently 20 to
30 feet wide, and contains no vegetation or other
combustible matter.” A 200-foot-wide firebreak is
recommended around Fort Ord. Exposing so much
bare earth increases erosion, provides an avenue for
invasive plants, dirt bike and ATV trespass, and
disrupts natural ecological processes. 2) The plan
invents a term "Overgrowth Hazard Zone" defined as
an area where vegetation "presents an imminent
threat to lives, property or the environment” without
any scientific description or justification. 3) The plan
claims that excessive environmental regulation is
hampering fire protection and proposes to exempt the
plan from most environmental laws. Approval of
such an over-reaching plan would lead to
environmental degradation in significant habitat areas
of the county without providing real protection
against worst-case fires. CNPS is in the process of
adopting a Fire Policy that emphasizes scientifically
valid vegetation modification, fire-proof or -resistant
construction ~ materials, and avoidance  of
development in high-risk areas. Fire Plans in
neighboring counties have agreed on policies that
protect communities and habitat without degrading
priceless natural resources. Monterey Co. deserves a
much better plan, and all concerned citizens should
be involved.

HERITAGE OAKS IS BACK AGAIN: The north
county subdivision with the ironic name is coming
before the Board of Supervisors on June 15 on appeal
from the denial by the Planning Commission last
year. There is no change in the plan: it would still
take out hundreds of oaks and construct 32 new
homes in an area where the water supply is in
overdraft. Considering the increasingly serious
problems in this area of habitat loss, water quality
and supply, traffic congestion, and the extraordinary
public controversy that this project has engendered,
the chapter urges that "Heritage Oaks" be denied.
Instead of being sensitively designed to avoid
important plant and animal habitat areas, it is

designed to squeeze the maximum density permitted
under a plan that is widely regarded as obsolete.

RANCHO CIELO EXPANSION PROPOSED: The
chapter has received a draft Environmental Impact
Report on a proposal to expand the physical facilities
and programs offered by this existing facility for
youth, located at 710 Old Natividad Road at its
eastern terminus in unincorporated Monterey Co.
About 95,070 sg. ft. of buildings would be added to
the existing 25,505 sq. ft. of structures, and about
176,000 sq.ft. of roads and parking would be added.
Program enrollment would increase to about 155
youth. The improvements would be constructed over
some 20 years as funding becomes available. The
chapter needs a volunteer to review the sections in
the document on biological resources, preferably
someone who is familiar with the area or who is able
to visit it. If you can help, please contact Corky
Matthews (see masthead). Comments are due June
28.

ENDANGERED SPECIES UNDER REVIEW: The
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service is currently undertaking
its five-year review of 34 previously designated
endangered species in CA and NV in order to
determine if their status has changed. The list
includes 10 plants and animals on the central
coast: Morro Bay kangaroo rat, Santa Cruz Island fox
, San Miguel Island fox, Santa Rosa Island fox, Gavi

ota tarplant, island malacothrix, La Graciosa thistle,
Lompoc yerba santa, Santa Cruz Island malacothrix,
and Santa Cruz tarplant. The Santa Cruz tarplant
(Holocarpha macradenia)is the only species known
to be in Monterey Co., where a small population has
been found in the Elkhorn Slough area. Comments to
the F&WS are due by July 20 by email to
fwlvfwoSyear@fws.gov

FREE FORT ORD TOUR OFFERED: The Fort Ord
Base Realignment and Closure Office has announced
that the next free public tour will be held on
Saturday, June 26. The semi-annual 90-minute bus
trip will tour the clean-up sites and will also stop near
the areas scheduled for burning this year. There will
also be an Open House with information on
groundwater cleanup, habitat management, and
landfill actions. For details or a copy of the current
quarterly newsletter listing the release schedule of
environmental documents, email:
Melissa/Broadston@us.army.mil or call her at 393-
1284.


http://us.mc551.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=fw1vfwo5year@fws.gov
http://us.mc551.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=Melissa/Broadston@us.army.mil

SUMMER SIGN-OFF: As this is the last issue until
September, there are likely to be other important
issues surfacing between now and then. Of particular
concern is the weakening changes in the General Plan
(please see May issue for a summary of a few of the
worst problems). Members are urged to follow this
issue in the papers and write letters to the agency
involved and to the newspapers. "All that is required
for the triumph of evil is for good people to do
nothing."

FIELD TRIPS

June 12" Fort Ord Wildflower Amateur
Photography field trip 9am-12pm

See spring through another lens as you join local
plant enthusiast/photographer Nathanial Wigington
on a hiking tour through Fort Ord looking to capture
nature's beautiful spring colors inside a photograph.
Traveling to various locations we will look to capture
landscapes and floral closeups. Fort ord Offers many
scenic landscapes and boasts a spring display that is
still growing strong. Field trip is limited to 15
people, sign up now and reserve a spot. Contact
Nathanial Wigington (nwigington4576@gmail.com)
(706-284-5628).

11" Annual Early Summer Wildflower Show
Garland Park, Carmel Valley June 12" and 13™
Wildflowers, Field Sketching Workshop and
Watercolor Art Demo, Hikes, Lectures, and more.
More information to be announced: Contact Debbie
Whyatt (wyatt@mprpd.org or (831) 659-6065).

Ongoing every Tuesday/Thursday June and July:
Seed Collection

Seeds of Success (SoS) is a program created in a
nation wide effort to ensure the conservation of
native plants. Join SoS intern Rose Ashbach in a day
of collections. We will travel throughout the scenic
hills and valleys of Fort Ord BLM collecting seeds of
diverse and important native plant species. Contact
Rose Ashbach (831)236-8530 for more information.

Saturday June 12, 10:00am - Eve

Swanton with Roy Buck and Jim West

Swanton! The very name evokes images of
mysterious bounty to local botanists. A hotspot of
ongoing evolution, Swanton, AKA the Scotts Creek
watershed, hosts an unexplained hyperdiversity of
plants - over 600 taxa! Fortunately we'll have two of
the best botanists around to help sort out the

abundance; Roy Buck and Jim West. For an overview
of the watershed, see
http://swanton.ucscarboretum.org/index.html. Leisure
ly but long hike ends when people stop asking,
“What’s that?” Bring life support. Limited to 40
people; you must sign up in  advance:
roybuck@msn.com or (831) 588-1776. People
wanting to carpool may meet in front of New Leaf
Westside, 1101 Fair Ave at Ingalls St at 9:00am.
Carpools are no-host, and not CNPS
sponsored/insured.

Sunday June 13 - Soberanes Point and Creek
flower walk 9am —1pm

We will circle a coastal bluff ablaze with flowers,
then walk up to delightful Soberanes creek with its
rich display of native flowers, delightful creek and a
loop through a redwood forest. Come see the results
of years of CNPS efforts at weed abatement and see
how nature has filled in with grand displays. Well
see a few challenges that remain, but mainly focus on
the marvelous visual diversity of nature and the
sounds of the birds, ocean waves and soothing creek.
Total walk on easy trails about 4 miles.

Meet at the Rio Road Park and Ride by 9am or at the
barn entrance along Hwy 1 about 9:15am. Bring a
snack if you wish to enjoy the redwood grove,
otherwise free to hike as far in the canyon as you
wish. For further information, call leader Bob Hale

at 647-8821, or hale@nps.edu.

Saturday, June 19 - Chews Ridge, Los Padres
National Forest

As the highest public road in Monterey County,
Chews Ridge always offers a variety of plants. Many
of the fire flowers seen last year should still be
extant. Meet in Garland Ranch parking lot (not along
CV Road) at 9 am; bring lunch and water. A plant list
can be printed out from the chapter website. All or
4WD cars are recommended as the road is steep and
unpaved beyond Jamesburg. There will be several
stops with easy strolls of less than a mile. Return
about 4 pm. Leaders, Corky Matthews, 659-2528,
and Suzanne Schettler.

Sun Jun 20 10am Fee
Fruits... we take ‘em for granted... peach, pear, or
plum, we know ‘em well... but what are fruits and
where (botanically) do they come from?! And what
of plants like asters, orchids, or irises... where do
they fit on the fruit spectrum? Finding the answers
can be surprisingly fun and... well... fruitful!


http://us.mc551.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=nwigington4576@gmail.com
http://swanton.ucscarboretum.org/index.html
mailto:roybuck@msn.com
http://us.mc551.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=hale@nps.edu

Join Drew Shell for this frolic through the fruit
world at Belmont’s Water Dog Lake Open Space.
We'll likely see plenty still in bloom, but our main
focus will be understanding nature’s fruitful bounty.
To paraphrase an old tune, we’ll be slowin’ down,
not moving too fast, tryin’ to make the morning last,
kicking down a trail of stones, looking for fun and
feelin’ fruity!

This special, educational hike is limited to 15 people.
CNPS members (with immediate family or one guest)
have priority up ‘til one week before hike.
Approximate distance will be 3 miles and and the trip
is expected to last 3-4 hours. To sign up or get more
info, contact Drew Shell at shell@corp.webtv.net; or
Carolyn Dorsch at (650) 804-6162.

Aug 27-29" : Botany Backpack

Come and explore where the wild things are as we
head off the beaten path and head in to the back
country to look for what's in bloom . This is a no lead
backpack. We will casually meet and hike into
Laguna Creek in San Benito County, set up camp and
enjoy the evening. The following day we will spend
three hours botanizing in the back-country before
heading back to the cars. Please bring hand lenses,
any field guides, binoculars, plus all of the other gear
you would bring if you were going on your own.
Contact Rose (831)236-8530 for more information.

STEWARDSHIP DAYS

Contact Jan at 236.0905 or janshriner@comcast.net
for more info on any of the following CNPS events

90™ Third Sunday Soberanes Creek Cape lvy
Bash! June 20th 1lam-2pm

Here Soberanes Creek falls into the ocean and needs
our help continuing to remove various invasive
weeds, primarily cape ivy. Meet at 1pm in Carmel on
Rio Rd. in the Park n’ Ride in front of the Black Bear
Diner (across from the Chevron Gas Station) to
carpool. All supplies provided. Bring a friend,
water, and a snack.

First Saturday Broom Bash on

East Side of Point L obos State Reserve

July 3" August 7", Sept 4™ 1-4pm

Come visit the beautiful Monterey pine forest on the
cast side of Point Lobos. We’ll use several techniques
to remove French broom and help restore this area
that wants to thrive with native plants. Meet at 1pm
in Carmel on Rio Rd. in the Park n’ Ride in front of

the Black Bear Diner (across from the Chevron Gas
Station).  All supplies provided. Bring a friend,
water, and a snack.

State Parks Staff and CNPS Volunteer Cape Ivy
Weed Bash at Soberanes Ck.
September 25" 9 am-2:30

Join other volunteers and State Parks staff and help
to reverse the spread of sticky eupatorium and Cape
ivy in the wonderful Soberanes Creek watershed.
One “migrating” Friday each month we’ll continue to
spend a wondrous day in paradise. RSVP with Bruce
at bdelgado61@gmail.com or 831.277.7690 for
logistical details. All supplies provided. Bring a
friend, water, and
a snack

Thursday Afternoons, June 10, 17, and 24 -
Watsonville  Wetlands  Watch  Restoration
Projects: You are warmly invited to lend a hand and
get to know the restoration work taking place on the
grassland which links High Ground Organics, a
thriving organic farm, with the vibrant wetland
waters of Harkins Slough. During the hot and foggy
months of summer, we can use a hand in a multitude
of regular grassland maintenance projects which
include: rotating our herd of goats and cows who are
helping to control weeds and restore the grassland,
collecting seed and propagating plants in the
greenhouse, weeding invasive plant species and
caretaking our coastal prairie grassland plantings.
We will meet at the end of Harkins Slough road on
Thursday afternoons and work together from 1-4:30
pm. Bring layered clothes, sun hat, strong shoes and
water. Projects will change each week and will be
tailored to the interests of volunteers. We will
always take time to observe the birds and magical
beauty of the wetland so bring binoculars if you have
them. Call Laura Kummerer at 662-0147 for
details.



mailto:janshriner@comcast.net
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Monterey Bay Chapter

*OFFICER BOARD of DIRECTOR .
OFFICERS and BOARD of DIRECTORS Join CNPS Today!

*PRESIDENT: Rosemary Foster, Rdonlondmbcnps@earthlink.net .
625-3083 Name
**\/|CE PRESIDENT: Amanda Yantos, 515 Ramona Ct., #21,
Monterey CA 93940 656-9866 ayantos@yahoo.com

**\/|CE PRESIDENT: Brian LeNeve. P.O. Box 1012 Carmel, CA
93921. 624-8497; leneve@redshift.com

*»TREASURER: Jim Pittman, jpittman@razzolink.com Address
19180 El Cerrito Way, Aromas CA 95004 726-1768
*SECRETARY: Robert Hale 656-3108 hale@nps.edu

*MEMBERSHIP: Ron Branson, rbranson@redshift.com City, State, Zip
57 Cielo Vista Dr, Monterey CA 93940 375-6197
BOOK SALES: Carol LeNeve, leneve@redshift.com Phone(s)

P.O. Box 1012, Carmel CA 93921 624-8497

CONSERVATION: Corky Matthews, mmatthews2@comcast.net
2 Via Milpitas, Carmel Valley CA 93924 659-2528 )
INVASIVE PLANTS: Bruce Delgado, bdelgado61@gmail.com Email
3037 Vaughan Av, Marina CA 93933 384-1376, (W) 394-8314
FIELD TRIPS: Rose Ashbach, 307 15" St. PG 93950, 236-8530,
rose_ashbach@yahoo.com

LOCAL FLORA: Jim Pittman, (see Treasurer)

HOSPITALITY: Rosemary Foster, (See Plant Sale)

| wish to affiliate with

NEWSLETTER: Rose Ashbach, rose_ashbach@yahoo.com chapter
PLANT SALE Rosemary Foster Rdonlon4mbcnps@earthlink.net
I?’ZOSS?I'OESSS Lisa Hoivik, Ihoivik@ 375-7765 MemberShip CategorieS:

: Lisa Holvik, Ihoivik@comcast.net. - : ; : 4
PUBLICITY: Jan Shriner, janshriner@comcast.net 236-0905 ——_Limited inco r:ne €. . $25
PROGRAMS: Emily Smith, 582-3687; Emily_smith@csumb.edu ___Pla n t ) Love r, y e | $100
WEB MASTER: Alan Washburn, awashburn8@comcast.net I ndividual éé6¢éé$45
?IS,YA?E#'SIZIgESIDENTB' LeNeve (bjl @ ) —-_Patroneeees$300

: Brian LeNeve (bjleneve@att.net ; 4 A

BEACH GARDEN PROJECT: Joey Dorrell-Canepa, 623-9048 - - - Fami :c y [ Gro U p ee. $75
CHUCK HAUGEN CONSERVATION FUND: Bruce Delgado, ___Benefactorees$600
(See Invasive Plants) __ _Mariposa Lilyé.$1000
ROWNTREE GARDEN: Gary Girard, 375 Gibson Ave. Pacific Grove
93950 372-5870 _ _ Please make check payable to "CNPS" and send to:
WILDFLOWER SHOW: Brian LeNeve, (bjleneve@att.net) CNPS, 2707 K Street, Sacramento, CA 95816. To pay

. ) by credit card or more info call 916-447-2677
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